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RADIO SERMONS JANUARY. 1959 
( 
STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF TRUTH 
TELEVISION PROGRAM 
CITY STATION CHANNEL TIME 
Asheville, North Carollna WISE-TV 62 6:30 p.m. , Austin, Minnesota KMMT-TV 6 (Starting date December 7) 
I Baton Rouge, Louisiana WFAB-TV 28 11:30 
Butte, Montana KXLF-TV 4 (non-schedule) 
~ Chattanooga, Tennessee WDEF-TV 12 11:00 a,m. Cleveland, Ohio KYW-TV 3 8:30 a.m. Detroit, Michigan CKLW -TV 9 
Elkhart, Indiana WSJV-TV 52 
Mamllton, Bermuda ZBM 1-TV 
Helena, Montana KXLJ-TV 12 (non-schedule) 
Jefferson City, Missouri KRCG-TV 13 2:00 p .m . 
Joplin, Missouri KO DE-TV 12 
Lexington, Kentucky WLEX-TV 18 2:30 
Lima, Ohio WIMA-TV 35 
Memphis, Tennessee WHBQ-TV 13 2:00 p.m . 
Meridian , Miss. WTOK -TV 11 
Miles City, Montana MCTV 
Millhall, Pennsylvania WBPZ-TV 3:00 p.m . 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma KWTV -TV 9 8:30 a.m . 
Parkersburg, W. Virginia WT AP-TV 
Paducah, Kentucky WPSD-TV 6 
Petersburg, Virginia WXEX-TV 8 
Portland, Maine WCSH-TV 6 10:30 a.m. 
Portland Oregon KPTV-TV 12 
Puerto Rico WO RA-TV 5 
Quincy, Illinois WGEM-TV 10 1:30 CST 
Richmond, Virginia WTVR-TV 6 
Roswell, New Mexico KSWS-TV 8 
Savanah, Georgia WSAV-TV 3 
Temple, Texas KCEN-TV 6 4:30 p.m. 
Tucson, Arizona KOLD -TV 13 
Tulsa, Oklahoma KVOO-TV 2 12:30 p.m . 
Tupelo, Mississippi WTWV-TV 9 2:00 p.m. 
Williston, North Dakota KUMV-TV 8 4: 00 p.m . CST 
Wilmington, N. Carolina WECT-TV 6 
(ALL TIME SUNDAY UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED,) 
OUT OF THE MAIL BAG 
Dear Brethren: 
Brimley, Michigan 
January 7, 1959 
We have been listening to Herald of Truth since Brother Nichols 
and Brother Willeford were doing most of the preaching, which was 
probably 1954-1955. We try never to miss a sermon and also try to 
have friends either listen with us or over their own sets. 
We always wish we could have a copy of each sermon to study 
more thoroughly and to lend to our friends, most of whom are Catholic 
or denominational. You see there is no congregation here an d I be -
lie ve only three in the U.P. In 1955 we asked you for 4 copies of Brother 
Harper's series, "I have found a hiding place.'' We still have our own 
copy but the others have finally been kept by those to whom they 
were loaned. 
This request may be too late , but we would like very much to 
hav e a copy of each of the following sermons: number s 331 - 335 -
359 - 360 and if not asking too much, the sermon "What must I do to 
be saved?" to be preached by Brother Harper next Sunday. The num -
ber of this will be 361. 
Thank you very much . 
.. * * 
Dear Brethren: 
Sincerely, 
Dave Ward 
Forgan, Okl ahoma 
January 8, 1959 
My family and I have been listeners of the "Herald of Truth" 
program for several years. We are thankful for such a program; we 
pray it helps bring many to Christ. It ha s certainly been a blessing in 
our own lives. Keep up the good work. 
I would like to send for the lesson presented last week No. 362 
on Church Disciplin e. This is the best I have ever heard on this subject. 
I would like to be placed on your mailing list to rec eive each les son 
of this year. I am enclosing my personal check of $4.00 to cover some 
of the mailing costs and also to help out in the way this small 
amount can. 
Mrs. F. W. Kirkpatrick 
Forgan, Oklahoma 
OUT OF THE MAIL BAG 
The Herald of Truth 
Radio and Television Program 
Abilene, Texas 
Brethren: 
Ludowici, Georgia 
January 7, 1959_ 
Enclosed is $4.00 to go on your expenses. We can 't get the radio 
broadcast and do not have a TV, but I hear some of my neighbors speak 
of getting the program on their TV. 
I'd like to have the printed sermons as I always listened and 
enjoyed the sermons. $2.00 of this should have been sent in December . 
My wife and I have just had our 58th wedding anniversary. 
With best wishes. 
• • • 
Dear Brethren in Christ: 
R. A. Palmer 
Carthage, Mississippi 
January 8, 1959 
Enclosed is $3.00 for the Herald of Truth program. I think it is 
wonderful to have the truth preached as you are doing . Would that 
more good preaching could be done over the air. 
It doesn't come through our local station so I will appreciate the 
monthly magazine, if you still send it. I really enjoy reading it and 
hand it to others to read. 
Wish I could send a large donation, but I am poor in this world 's 
goods and cannot afford it. 
I am praying that the Gospel can be preached more in 1959 than 
has ever been before. By radio, television. Also from the pulpit and 
by the press and that more people will learn and obey the gospel. 
May the Lord continue to bless you in this good and wonderful 
work you are doing. 
Brother Harper and also Brother Willeford are wonderful gospel 
preachers. 
Hope all a very Happy and Prosperous New Year . 
A sister in Christ, 
Rhetta Sanders 
Route 7 
THAT HE MAY BE ASHAMED 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 362 . . .. " :I--· ~ Ja'.luary 4, 1959 
Ct,, ~ ~ ~t- - 1~ , <u ~ v 
A few years ago in .i,aK Texas a member of the ch ch pulled quite 
a deal. He had contracted to sell his tomato crop for a certain price, , 
but when harvest time came the market value was somewhat higher 
than the price he had agreed to take. So, instead of living up to his 
contract, and his word, he arranged for his wife to sell the crop in her 
name for the higher price. He argued that he was not guilty of a 
breach of contract because his wife, not he, had sold the tomatoes . 
The story we have related is a true one, and the action of this 
farmer should be abhorrent to every honest person listening to this 
broadcast. But the question is, what should the church do about a 
member of this kind? 
The Lord commands that it withdraw its fellowship from such a 
per son (II Thessalonians 3: 6). This the church must do if it cannot 
possibly bring an offending member to repentance. 
We all know that a school must have discipline if it is to be 
operated for the good of the pupils. There must be discipline in society 
or we have anarch y. That is why we pass laws by which to live, and 
we penalize ourselves for breaking these rules of conduct . We exercise 
a measure of discipline over ourselves when we establish certain study 
habits, a definite hour for rising in the morning, and a deadline for 
going to work. 
Our parents are not unjust when they chastise us, for they do it 
for our own good. And the Lord chastens us for · the same reason. 
Sometimes we forget this truth, and the Lord must say to us what 
He said to Christians in the first century, "My Son, despise not thou 
the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth . . . . Now no chastening for the present seemeth 
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby" 
(Hebrews 12: 5,6,11). 
It is in line with the Lord's policy of helping us, and of keeping 
His people pure, that He commands the church to discipline itself. 
And yet we woefully neglect to obey this command of God! Why? Is 
it because of a lack of teaching? Is it because we are not willing to 
stamp the brand of disapproval upon the misconduct of friends and 
relatives? Is it because we are guilty of covert sins that we are 
unwilling to take action against church members who are guilty of 
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open sins? Or is our failure due to a disbelief in the divine command 
to exercise church discipline? Whatever the reason, we shall have to 
answer to God for failing to do what He commanded of us. 
Let us remember that church discipline is necessary-and good 
for us-or the Lord would not have commanded it. It is His way, and 
His way is always best. In Isaiah 55: 8,9 Jehovah said to His people, 
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, saith the Lord. For as the he avens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts." The Lord has never made a demand upon us that is not 
for our present and future good. Sometimes we are remiss in the 
practice of church discipline because we fear the consequences-we 
are concerned about the reaction of those involved. But we should 
be far more fearful of the consequences of not doing what God said. 
.Let us obey His will and leave the consequences here --and hereafter-
to Him. 
Discipline is good because it keeps the church pure and clean. 
Paul says, "Christ also loved the church , and gave himself for it; 
That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word. That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy 
and without blemish" (Ephesians 5: 25-27). Our Saviour died for the 
church that He might cleanse those who go into it by the washing 
of water, and it is His expectation that they remain clean. If they 
become defiled, they must repent or be purged from the · church, for if 
they remain in its fellowship they will defile others. To the members 
of the church in Corinth, the Lord asked, "Know ye not that a little 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump?" And then He answered, "Purge out 
therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump" (I Corinthians 
5: 6,7). 
There must be a line of demarcation drawn between the church 
and the world. The worldly , unconverted element in the church neutral-
izes or nullifies the efforts of the church. If the church has too little 
influence over a community it is because the community has too much 
influence over the church . "Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you" (II Corinthians 6:17). The congregation that cannot dis-
cipline itself cannot live . The local church that has in it a disorderly 
member, too rich or too influential to be disciplined, is a decaying 
church. 
Church discipline is good because it strengthens weak members, 
and challenges those whci are new in the faith to do their best. The 
Lord said to Timothy, a young gospel preacher, "Them that sin re-
buke before all, that others also may fear" (I Timothy 5: 20). A public 
withdrawal of fellowship from an ungodly and unworthy church mem .' 
ber has a tremendous influence -upon those within and without the 
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church. Such action, taken as a last resort, builds respect for the 
church and her stand for righteousness. 
We read in the New Testament of two people in the early church 
who lied to God, and as a result the Lord took their lives. He simply 
took back what He had given to them, and He did it as an object 
lesson for all time. This divine act had its intended effect. The Bible 
says that "believers were the more added to the Lord , multitudes both 
uf men and women" (Acts 5:14) . Thus , instead of harming the church 
by frightening people away, discipline drew them to the Lord. It drew 
them because it challenged them to live right, and it will challenge 
men today. 
Church discipline is good bec ause it is a recognition of what al-
ready exists; namely, separation from God. Isaiah says, "Behold, the 
Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear : But your iniquities have separated be-
tween you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, 
that he will not hear" (Isaiah 59: 1,2). When we sin we separate our-
selves from God, and church discipline is to be exercised, not to 
separate us from God, but because we have , already separated our-
selves from Him. The church cannot continue to fellowship members 
who have erected the barrier of sin between themselves and the Lord. 
Church discipline is also good because its purpose is to help the 
one who is disfellowshiped. Paul said to the church in Thessalonica 
that, "if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 
and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed" (II Thes-
salonians 3:14). In the same vein, the Lord gave orders through the 
apostle Paul to the church in Corinth that it deliver one of its ungodly 
members to Satan "for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may 
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus" (I Corinthians 5 : 5) . The ulti-
mate aim of a public withdrawal of fellowship from an erring church 
member is to save him. If this serious step does not shock his .sensi-
bilities, and quicken his conscience, perhaps nothing will reach him. 
Sometimes people ask, "Will church discipline work?" The question 
is indicative of unbelief in God's word , for why should our Lord 
command it if it would not work? But we know that it will work be-
cause we have seen it do so . 
A few years ago a congregation in Tennessee took public action 
against one hundred members whose lives were unbecoming to the 
gospel of Christ. As a result of this action, these people were brought 
to their senses, and to repentance. They were restored to fellowship, 
and through the years they have been a blessing to the cause of Christ. 
But if the church had winked at their sins, and retained them in its 
fellowship, they would have been a curse to themselves, and a blight 
upon the spiritual body of our Lord. 
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Church discipline will be successful if it is done in the right 
manner, and in the right spirit. The solemn step should be taken 
by the entire congregation in meekness, in tears, and in humility. Its 
purpose should be to bring about repentance, and after these public 
proceedings, we are not to count one withdrawn from "as an enemy," 
but we are to "admonish him as a brother" (II Thessalonians 3: 15). 
Sometimes the question is asked, "On what grounds must the 
church take action against an offending member?" One basis for such 
action is stated by the apostle Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians. 
He wrote: "It is reported commonly that there is fornication among 
you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the 
Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. And ye are puffed 
up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed 
might be taken away from amo ng you. For I verily, as absent in body, 
but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, 
concerning him that hath so done this deed. In the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when Ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus" (I Corinthians 5: 1-5). 
According to this Scripture, the Lord will not suffer His church 
to tolerate and fellowship fornicators. This is certainly understand-
able, for this deed is contrary to the very nature of our Saviour, and 
it becomes a blot upon the reputation of His spiritual body, the church. 
It not only harms the reputation of the church, but it tends to contami· 
nate other members. It is like leaven that spreads throughout the 
whole lump, or cancer that creeps from member to member in the 
human body. As gangrene destroys the human body, the virus of im-
morality will destroy the divine body of Christ. It must be dealt with 
decisively, and if members who are guilty of it will not repent, they 
must be cut off from the Lord's body. 
A further ground of church discipline is the sowing of discord 
among brethren. To the church in Rome, the apostle Paul wrote: "Now 
I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and of-
fences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid 
them" (Romans 16: 17). And the apostle tells why they should be 
avoided. He says, "For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Romans 16:18). In Titus 3:10, the Bible says, "A factious 
man after a first and second admonition refuse; knowing that such a 
one is perverted, and sinneth, being self-condemned." 
It is a sin to cause division, and the Lord will not bless us if 
we fellowship one in the church who does cause it. We cannot so 
much as tolerate such a person, for the Lord commands that we reject 
a factious man after the first and second admonition . If we had ad· 
monished the men in the church who have caused trouble, and then 
disfellowshipped them, the church would be in better condition than 
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she is today. But no! we must let a preacher, or a religious editor 
run his course, and cause trouble throughout the brotherhood before 
we reject him. But no man - whether he be college president, Bible 
school teacher, editor, preacher or businessman - should be allowed 
to disrupt the peace and harmony of the Lord's church. And it should 
not take long to rid the church of him . The Lord said to do it after 
the first · and second admonition . 
A further ground of church discipline is that of disorderly con-
duct. The apostles said to the church in Thessalonica, "Now we com-
mand you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and 
not after the tradition which he received of us" (II Thessaloni ans 3: 6). 
The original word translated "disorderl y" in this Scripture means 
"to be out of. order ," "to quit the rank s," "to be remiss," "to fail in 
the performance of duty," "to deviat e from the prescribed order or rule ." 
When a member of the church refuses to live . by the Bible, the divine 
rule of life, or when he refuses to help in the program of work outlined 
by the elders of the church, he is "out of step," or "out of order." 
He is walking disorderly . It is from such a person that the Lord com-
mands His church to withdraw publicly. And it has no choice in the 
matter for · this . is a divine command. 
In the Ephesian letter the Lord says, "And have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it 
is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them 
in secret" (Ephesians 5: 11,12). What are these works which are so 
reprehensible to the Lord? Some of them are named in the book 
of Galatians. There, the Lord says, "Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these: fornication , uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
idolatry, sorcery , enmities, strife, jealousies , wraths, factions , divisions, 
parties, envyings, drunkenness, revellin gs, and such like; of which I 
forewarn you , even as I did fore warn you, that they who practice such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (Galatians 5: 19-21). 
Just take a look at these sins: immorality of every kind, the 
worship of idols , sorcery of every sort, sinful attitudes, partisanship 
and sectarianism, drunkenness, revellings and such like . This list is 
quite complete. It includes, either by name or in principle , most of 
the sins we commit. Oh, it does not mention such sins as ga mbling, 
social drinking , lustful thinking, and lying by name, but these are in-
cluded in principl e. And the sins that are not includ ed in this cata-
logue are cond emned in other New Te sta men t scriptures. So the 
church is not permitted by her head, the Lord Jesus, to tolerate and 
fellowship any member who persistently engages in these vile activities. 
When the church is forced to disfellowship an impenitent member, 
the whole congregation must concur. The Lord directed the members 
of the church in Corinth to "gather together" for the purpose of purg-
ing out its member who was guilty of fornication. And after he was 
disfellowshiped, all the members were required to back up the action 
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by breaking off social contact with him. To the members in Corinth, 
Paul said, "I have written unto you . not to keep company, if any man 
that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous , or an idolater, or 
a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to 
eat" (I Corinthians 5: 11). If we invite members of this kind into our 
homes for meals, or if we accept invitations from them , they may 
interpret this as approval of their conduct. This is not to say that 
we should be haughty, or that we should refuse any contact with such 
people that might enable us to help them , but we must not continue 
social relations that would render church discipline ineffective. 
A few years ago in Nashville, Tennessee, a preacher friend of 
mine was in the habit of stopping by a drug store each morning on 
his way to the office for a cup of coffee with the druggist. The 
druggist was a member of the church, and he and the preacher were 
the best of friends. Their daily visits continued for a long while, but 
in the course of time the church was forced to withdraw its fellowship 
from the druggist because of some unethical business practice . On 
Monday morning after the action of the church, the preacher walked 
by the drug store as usual, but he did not go in for his visit with his 
friend . The next morning, the druggist was waiting for him, and he 
urged him to come in for a cup of coffee . But the preacher replied , 
"No, I cannot eat with you. My heart is broken that I cannot, but I 
must respect the word of God, and the action of the church. Unless 
you repent and right the wrong you have done, I can never eat with 
you again ." About three weeks after this incident, the druggist came 
down the aisle on Sunday morning with a broken heart and a con-
trite spirit. He came to confess his sins, and to be restored to the 
fellowship of God's people. After his confession before the church , he 
stated that the refusal of the preacher to eat with him brought him to 
his senses, and made him realize the enormity of what he had done. 
If the preacher had continued to eat with him , he would have rendered 
ineffectual the discipline of the church. 
If the whole church is forced to express its approval of a mem-
ber's conduct, - even if that member should be our own kinsman -
we must stand with the church in an effort to save him . If we let 
fleshly ties blind us to our duty , or thwart the disciplinary act, we 
stand in rebellion to Christ. He said, "He that loveth father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me, is not worthy of me" (Matthew 10: 37). When the 
church withdraws from one, every member must concur. 
And yet, after the church takes this action, we are not to count 
the one withdrawn from "as an enemy," but we are to "admonish 
him as a brother" (II Thessalonians 3:15). We are to make every effort 
to reclaim him for the Lord's cause, for this is the very purpose of 
disfellowship. Discipline is to be administered to an unfaithful mem-
ber "that he may be ashamed," and repent. 
WE MUST BE BAPTIZED 
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The church has no choice in the . . . 
guided by the Holy Spirit matter of d1sc1phne. The apostles 
Christ, that the church ' c?tmhdmande~, in the name of the Lord Jesu~ 
1 WI raw itself "from wa keth disorderly" (II Thessalonian . .every brother that 
to carry out these divine orders fo fs 3. 6). Sometimes we are afraid 
afraid that relatives and frie d f r ear of the congregation. We are 
cause trouble in the church ~e~a:s!h~f ones we have disfellowshiped may 
of endangering the church dis . what we have done. But, instead 
set forth within the New 'T tciplme strengthens it . This truth is clearly 
es ament of our Lord. 
Instead of our being afraid of th . 
cipline, we had better be afraid f th e consequences of church dis-
it, for it is something God com;andee consequences of not exercising 
chapter of Hebrews the conse d. We can see from the second 
Scripture says "For if th qduences of disobeying God's will. This 
• e wor spoken by angels 
every transgression and disobedi . was stedfast, and 
reward, how shall we escape ~tee received a just recompence of 
(Hebrews 2 · 2 3) Not ' 1 we neglect so great salvation.,,, 
if we fail i~ ke~ping t~:e c::~c~f disobedience escapes God's eye, a~d 
disobedient. pure we shall be counted among the 
Let us keep the church cle d b 
Lord, multitudes both of m a~ an elievers will be added to the 
come believers, and they w~~ r:. w~:en (Acts 2:14) . More will be-
"gladly received his word " a d :.n w1 the believers of Acts 2 who 
sins. ' n were baptized" for the remission ot 
Let us remember that "Chri 
himself for it; that he might san ~\ also d loved the church, and gave 
of water by the word. That he ::1 I~ an cleai:ise it :Vith the washing 
church, not having spot or . g present it to himself a glorious 
should be holy and without :i:m~l::, or any such thing; but that it 
desire to live so that the Lo d m s (Ephesians 5: 25-27). Surely we 
takes the wise use of dis;ipl~:~ ~cco:pl.ish His ~urpose in us, and if it 
His chastisement that we may b~ bo oh it, we will humbly submit to 
roug t to repentance . 
WE MUST BE BAPTIZED 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 363 
January 11, 1959 
The gospel Plan of salvation is th 
and order ever devised by G d f e grandest system of harmony 
h . o or men There · 1 t mg , and every thing is in it 1 · IS a P ace for every 
faith, of repentance of the s d P ace. "'."e all recognize the place of 
what about baptism'? goo confession, in this divine plan, but 
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. d men and women to be 
Surely the Lord would not have require and of the Son and of 
baptized into the sublime name~ of the Fath:[· n or . purpose t~ be ac-
the Holy Spirit,. without som~ imt~;:a~~~e b;ptism this design, it be-
complished by it. _And when e h' h ay be attended to or neglected 
es an unmeamng pageant, w ic m . 
com . f the "clergy" or the people may determme. 
as the caprice o 
. . ets well before he takes the medicine 
If a sick man :"a1t~ ~nt1l h~ g necessary that he should then trouble 
designed to cure him, it is h~;d Y must wait until he is saved from 
himself to take it a~ all. So Id a :;a:n heir of heaven, before he obeys 
his sins, made a child of Go ah he should still be baptized for the 
the Lord, we see no reason _w Y e when we take from bapti sm 
remission of sins alrea~y forgiv~n. :e:.c ;d how it is done, or wh et her 
its design, it matters httle who is ap iz ' 
it is done at all . . 
hat is the place of baptism in the scheme of redemption? 
it isB:t d~ine appointment "."h~ch eo~eii/e:i~~ns~~~s Pi:rs~t~ ::s~~:.e?s 
in order to obtain the remiss10n . . . 
taught by Christ and those who wrote the New Testament . . 
The Lord says that "Sin is the transgression of th~ law" {I ~~~t 
3:4). we_ all ~now there.can be no :::;;c::::~f~~::~;~~:U:uflt~e or ~ 
for its violat10n, and this penaltyd R . . n of sins then is a release 
must be forgiven by the offende . emiss10 • ' 
from the punishment due the violation of God's law. 
b done by any power human or 
A sin once c?mmitted can nev~:m~::ed, suspended, or 'forgiven.-
divine, The pumshment may be . . the histor y of past events as 
undone it can not be, but must rem.am m f this fact we can see how 
long as eternity endures. In th; _/ight ~ Father i~ providing a plan 
wonderfully kind h~s been our eaventhe punishment due tho se who 
of salvation by which we may escape 
violate His law! 
. f th L d · for the remission of sins, 
But while baptis~ is appomted osins eof ~~e past . H ence, the apostle 
::ur::~:~ .~~~~::dj~:t~~~~ :~:e~et h 11:: !:t:o :~: 0;og~e th: ;::;i~~~!~: 
!!:~::h i~a~t~~ i~su:io:Ct: d:clar: his righteousness for th e remis-
sion of sins that are past" {Romans 3: 24,25). 
After one becomes a Christian, and then sins , it_ i~ not n~cessar~ 
for him to be baptized again and again. An erring Christian mus repen 
and pray that he may be forgiven {Acts 8:22). 
But an alien sinner-one who has never o~eye~ the gospel-mu~: 
t d be baptized for the remission of his sms. Our Lord sa . 
~:~:n .. E::ept a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he can not 
enter into the kingdom of God" {John 3:5). 
In the Lord's kingdom there is safety, but out of it ther e is no 
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promi se of salvation to responsible men. The Bible speaks of the 
return of Christ, and it says, "Then cometh the end, when he {Christ) 
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father" (I Cor-
inthians 15: 24). The kingdom of God-the church of the Lord- ·-is the 
only institution the Lord promises to deliv er from the world when He 
returns. How shall men be deli ve red with the kingdom unless they 
be in it? 
He who enters the kingdom is saved from his past sins, but if there 
is salvation for intelligent men and women out of it, why did Christ 
give His life to establish it? Surely it could do no good to establish a 
kingdom out of whi ch persons could be saved as well as in it . Had such 
been true, wh en J esus said "Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit he can not enter the kingdom," Nicodemus could have re-
plied: "It matters not whether a man enters it or not, as he can be 
saved as well out of it as in it." 
But it is an incontrovertible truth that men who would be saved 
from their sins must enter the kingdom, and as they can not enter it 
without being born of water and of the Spirit, it follows that a birth 
of water and of the Spirit is indispensable to salvation from sins . 
In the light of this truth, the only remaining que stion is: Did Christ 
allude to baptism when He used the langua ge "born of water"? If not, 
to what did He allude? What other connection with water can there be 
to which He may have referred? The religious world, with one voice, 
from the days of Christ until quite recently, has ascribed this language 
to water baptism. 
In speaking of the early Christian writers, Dr . Wall, the great 
Pedobaptist historian , says: "Th ey under st ood that rule of our Saviour, 
'Except one be r egene rat ed (or born agai n) of water and of the Spirit, 
he can not ent er into the kingdom of God,' of water baptism, and con-
cluded from it that without such baptism, no person could come to 
heaven-and so did all the writers of these four hundred years, not one 
man excepted" (Wall's History of Infant Baptism, Vol. I, pp. 69,70). 
Thus we have Dr. Wall's testimony that every writer of the first 
four hundred years, without a single exception , understood the Savior 
to refer to water baptism , and that no man could be saved without it. 
Again, the same scholarly author says, "There is not any one 
Christian writer of any antiquity in any language, but what under-
stands it of baptism; and if it be not so understood, it is difficult to give 
an account how a person is born of water any more than born of wood." 
This is strong language, but no writer has ventured to dispute it. If 
it were not true, and any writer understood it otherwise, his writings 
would have been prod~ ced in refutatl?n of the statement. 
But what is th ·e testimony of modern writers on this subject? John 
Wesley, the founder · of th'.e Methodist , Church says the Lord's state-
ment refers to baptism, and the Methodist General Conference says 
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in tracts it published, "By water, then, as a means , the water of baptism, 
we are regenerated or born again; whence it is also called by the apo~tle 
'the washing of regeneration'" (Quoted in The Gospel Plan of Salvation, 
by T. W. Brents, p. 491). 
In Albert Barnes' comments on John 3, he says, "By water here is 
evidently signified baptism; thus the word is used, Eph . 5: 26; Titus 3: 5" 
(Notes on John 3 :5). 
Timothy Dwight, one time president of Yale College says, "To be 
born again is precisely the same thing as to be born of water and of 
the Spirit; and to be born of water is to be baptized." 
Why is it that men will abandon their own creeds and the plainest 
teaching of Holy Writ, as understood by the learned of all ages, and 
deny that John 3: 5 refers to baptism? When the Lord said, "Suffer 
little children to come unto me," and said not a word about water or 
baptism they can see plenty of water to "baptize" an infant; yet where 
the Lord uses the language "born of water and the Spirit," they cannot 
find a drop of water in the passage! 
In the commission of Christ to His apostles, He said, "Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned" (Mark 16: 15,16). For the scripture to fit the t~eo;y ~f. some 
who regard baptism a non-essential, and teach that man is Justifi.ed by 
faith alone, this commission of Christ should read, "He that beheveth 
and is saved may be baptized if convenient." Their theory slaps the Lord 
in the face when He says, "He that believeth and is baptized ~hall be 
saved." Their theory says instead, "Not so, Lord; he that believes is 
saved, whether he is baptized or not." 
When the Lord promises a blessing on certain conditions, the bless-
ing cannot be enjoyed until we comply with the last condition re~uired 
of us. For example, when Naaman was commanded to was.h himself 
seven times in the Jordan River, that he might be healed of his leprosy, 
he was not healed until he dipped himself the seventh time. When the 
Jews were required to march around the city of Jericho seven d3:ys, and 
on the seventh day seven times, that they might possess the city, the 
Lord did not cause the walls to crumble until they came to the end of 
the conditions prescribed. So, when the Lord promises salvation to him 
who belleves and is baptized, no one need expect the promised salvation 
until he has complied with the last prescribed condition. If he believes, 
yet has not been baptized, the blessing promised cannot be expected. 
But we are told that the salvation here promised was salvation in 
heaven or future salvation. This attaches much more importance to 
baptis~ than belongs to it. We cannot be saved in heaven unless we 
are first saved from sin; and as baptism secures salvation in heaven 
(according to the view we are presently discussing), it must save us 
from past sins, and all the sins we might commit in the future. This er-
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roneous view certainly exalts baptism to a high pinnacle. But as the 
apost!e Peter was one of those to whom Christ gave Hi s commission, 
and smce he had the Holy Spirit to guide him into all truth, let him tell 
us the salvation Christ had in mind in the Great Commission. On the 
day of Pentecost, as the apostle preached under the commission, he 
commanded the people to repent , and be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins ; hence he understood "remission of 
sins" or salvation from the punishment due sin, to be the salvation of 
the commission. And when he wrote to his brethren he said, "Baptism 
doth also now save us " (I Peter 3: 21). So it is not a future but a present 
salvation which is received by baptism-not salvation in heav en, for it 
now saves us. 
When the Lord gave the commission to the apostles , He in st ructed 
them to tarry in Jerusalem until th ey were endued with power from 
on. ~igh. They obe yed their Lord, and on the day of Pent ecost the Holy 
Spirit came from heaven and took possession of their tongues. As a 
result they were able to speak forth the wonderful and mighty works 
of God to Jews , devout men, of every nation under heaven. The gospel 
was preached, the people heard it, belie ved it, were cut to the heart by 
it, and cried out, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" To this im-
port3:nt inquiry, Peter replied, "Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you , m the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 
The apostle's answer was dictated by the Holy Spirit (Act s 2: 4), 
and must therefore be accepted as divinely applicable to the question 
asked by the people. If there was ever a time when a plain , unambiguous 
answer was demanded , this was the time. His answer not only concerned 
the thousands then present, but since to him and the other apostles were 
committed the keys of the kingdom, his answer constituted the law · of 
entrance for those who would become subjects of the kingdom until 
it shall have been delivered up to God even the Father. A plain answer 
was demanded, and a plain answer was given. All the people were com-
manded to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ . This 
phrase "in the name of Jesus Christ" shows by what authority Peter 
gave the command . When this same apostle healed the lame man who 
lay at the gate of the temple, he said, "In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk" (Acts 3:6). When the people were aston-
ished at what was done, Peter explained, "Ye men of Israel why marvel 
ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by o~r own power 
or holiness we had made this man to walk?" (Acts 3 :12). This shows 
that the phrase "in the name of Jesus Christ" simply conveys the idea 
of authority or power. So the command to repent and be baptized for 
the remission of sins was given by the authority of Christ Himself. 
The preposition for in Acts 2: 38 connects repent and be baptized 
on the one hand with remission on the other; of connecting sins with 
remission and governing it in the objective case . Thus it is clearly seen 
that the relation expressed by the word for is between repent and be 
baptized, on one side, and remission of sins on the other. The word for 
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cannot be divided and made to mean one thing as to repent, and another 
thing as to be baptized. By the rules of language, we know that the same 
word cannot have more than one meaning at the same ' time, and in the 
same place. Hence, whatever may be the meaning of the preposition for 
as to repentance is its meaning as to baptism. Repentance and baptism 
are connected by the conjunction and, and must not be separated, but 
must sustain, in this sentence, the same relation to remission. 
If it could be shown (as some claim it can be) that men must be 
baptized because their sins are pardoned, it would follow that they must 
repent for the same reason, i.e., because their sins are pardoned. As 
we have stated before, the preposition for cannot mean in order to and 
because of at the same time and place. More than this, for is from the 
Greek preposition eis, which looks forward, not backward. Liddell and 
Scott define it, "direction toward," "motion to," "on," or "into." It is 
: not used in the sense of because of a single time in the Bible. In Mat-
thew 26: 28, we have a similarly constructed sentence both in the Greek 
and in the English scriptures: "For this is my blood of the New Testa-
ment, which is shed for many for the remission of sins." The words 
for remission of sins are not only the same as in Acts 2: 38, but they 
are from the same Greek words. No one believes that Christ shed His 
blood because the sins of the people were remitted, but in order that 
they might be remitted. Then if the same set of words means the same 
1 thing, Peter commanded the Pentecostians to repent and be baptized in 
order that their sins might be remitted. 
The conversion of the Pentecostians may be regarded as an inspired 
commentary on the Great Commission under which the apostles acted. 
The commission required teaching or preaching-Peter preached to 
Jews, devout men, who were present on the occasion. The commission 
required faith or belief-the people were cut to the heart when they 
heard and believed what Peter preached. The commission required 
believers of all nations to be baptized; so did Peter. The commission 
followed baptism by the promise of salvation-Peter made remission of 
sins the object of repentance and baptism. Thus we see how the apostles 
understood the commission. 
It is a fact beyond controversy that those who complied with the 
terms imposed on the day of Pentecost were pardoned at some time of 
that day. At what time were they forgiven? Were they forgiven when 
they came together that morning? No, for they believed that Jesus 
Christ was an imposter, and they had crucified Him as such. Were they 
pardoned when Peter began to preach? Surely not, for he accused them 
of the murder of the Son of God, and they believed him drunk with 
wine. Were they forgiven when, convinced of their great wrong, they 
cried out, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" Such is not the style 
of those who are forgiven. Surely, they did not cry out in the anguish 
of their souls, "Men and brethren, what shall we do because God has 
graciously forgiven us all our sins?" They were charged with the murder 
of Jesus Christ, and they wanted to know how to escape the punish-
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ment due them as sinners. Did Peter answer the question they _put !o 
him? Surely he did. He commanded them to re~ent, and ~e baptized m 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sms .. Th~' Bible says that 
as many as "gladly received his words were baptized. Now, are they 
pardoned? No one doubts it. When were they forgiven? When they 
complied with the conditions specified in the command-not before. 
The conversion of Paul is another proof that we must be_ baptiz~d. 
As he was enroute to Damascus for the purpose of persecut~ng C~ris-
tians, the Bible says that "suddenly there shone round ab?ut hui:1 a hght 
from heaven: and he fell upon the earth, and heard a _voice saymg unto 
him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who a_rt thou, 
Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: but r~~e, and 
enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do (Acts 
9 :3-6). 
The Lord did not say, "It shall be told you what you _may do or can 
do, if convenient, but what you must do." After ~au! went mt? Damascus, 
and three days had elapsed, Christ sent Ananias to tell him what. he 
must do. Ananias said, "Arise, and be baptized, and w~sh away thy sms, 
calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22: 16)_-Be did not tell Paul to 
believe for he had been a believer from the time the Lord appeared to 
him in' the way, three days before; nor was he t~ld to repent, ~ecause 
he had been truly penitent the same length of time; but the rnstruc-
tions began just where Paul's obedience stopped, and at the point neces-
sary to perfect it. 
We do not stop to inquire what washed Paul's sins away-whether 
blood, water, or something else-sufficient it. is for us . to know that 
they were not washed away until he was baptized. Grantmg, as _we do, 
that the blood of Christ cleanses from all sin, Paul could not hterally 
come in contact with it, but must approach it through }ome m~ans ap-
pointed for that purpose. Commenting upon the phra.se be b~~tized and 
h thy Si·ns" Mr John Wesley says: "Baptism admmistered to was a way , · · G d d · 
real penitents is both a means and seal of pardon. Nor did o , or _i-
narily, in the primitive church, bestow this on any, unless through this 
means" (Wesley's Notes). 
But we are told that Paul was commanded to arise and be baptized 
and wash away his sins by calling on the name of the Lo~d. Howe~er, 
we respectfully suggest that the language will not bear this r_ende'.i~g. 
The word used in the original language corresponds to. the m_defmite 
past tense of English, and hence, must indicate a callmg which had 
previously been made. Arise, and be baptized, and wash away your 
sins having called on the name of the Lord. If we were to transpose 
and 'paraphrase the passage it would read, "Having called upon the name 
of the Lord for information, or to know what to _do, He has sent me 
to tell you; and now why tarry? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away 
your sins." 
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L dS~meone el~e may say, "But Paul said to the jailer, 'Believe on th 
or . esus Christ and thou shalt be saved and thy house, . .e 
not hkely he would have given to th . .1 ' ., and rt rs from his own " Wh t e Jar er a system of pardon differing 
we tear it fr . . a are we to do with such a passage as this? Shall 
alone becausZ~ 1!:Y~o~~~~~~;n:b::2~ a t~eory of justi~ication by faith 
we not take the langua e of An . epen ance or baptism? If so, may 
justification by baptismg alone b:~~:: toh Paul, and constr~ct a theory of 
!i~~~~da;!/;\:k:;:t::s said abou,~ efai:h :~\:~ 1:n;~n:: 1:eA~~d i::Y b:i~ 
sins may be . blotted out," ~~~g~~!!t R?en~ and be _co1;1~er t~d that your 
~:n;::;e halone, because neit~er fai:~c n:r t b:~:r s! :;s~~c:t~ 1i:e;r0;h:: 
conversion a;:c:rsde~~ny th eories of justification as there are cases of 
of t!et:~~\ a~:e!h~ api°st~~s to adapt their tea chi ng to the condition 
believed Jesu~ a . a~ a ressed the jailer in infidelity-one who 
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' A few mont~s a.go I urged a negligent member to the church to 
f.~e tobe:;r!~~~~ze~~;I~i/~e: ::~:!a~~e~e tothhaetarb hitz_n repi ly, "Why 
ap rsm s an end 
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within itself, and that eternal life is guaranteed to him who does nothing 
more than submit to this command of the Lord. 
But our friend was mistaken for baptism is just the beginning of 
the Christian life. It is not the climaxing achievement. It is the start-
ing point of the Christian life, and not the stopping point. 
The New Te stament reveals many things which come after baptism . 
Some of these have to do with the attit ud e of those who truly obey 
this divine command . For instanc e, we read that after the Ethiopian 
eunuch was baptiz ed "he went on his way re joici ng " (Acts 8: 39) . After 
the Philippian jailer was baptized he "rejoiced, believing in God with 
all )lis house" (Acts 16: 34). Before Paul was baptized he fasted for 
three days, but after his baptism he received food and was strengthe ned. 
After Christ gave the Great Commission , in which He made baptism 
necessary to salvation, there is not an ~xample of any sinner who 
ever rejoiced until after he was baptized. Search the New Testament 
and see! 
Why did men always reJorce after baptism? Thlcl answer is found 
in ~he Bible teachin g that baptism is for the :remission of sins . On 
the day of Pentecost the Jews who had calle d for the death of Christ 
were convicted of their sins, and they "said unto Peter and to the 
rest of the apostles, Men and br eth ren , what shall w~ do ? Th en Peter 
said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every on~ <if. you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2: 27 ,38) . When the 
Jews on Pentecost were made aware of their grievous sin their hearts 
were heavy. In their sorrow they cried for relief, and _ when Peter com-
manded them to be baptized in the Lord's name for the remis sion of sins, 
the Bible says, "Then they that gladly received his word were baptized" 
(Acts 2:41). Their grief turned to rejoicin g be cause they had the 
Lord's promise of forgiveness when they obeye d His will. 
When Paul learned of his sin in persecuting Christ he was filled 
with remorse. The burden of sin bore him to his knees, and in peni-
tence he cried that it might be lift ed. In the midst of his fasting and 
praying Christ sent Ananias to tell him what he must do . (See Acts 
9:6). When Ananias came to Paul he said, "And now why tar riest 
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord" (Acts 22: 16). Paul arose and was baptized, and 
afterward he ate and was strengthened . His sorrow turned in to re-
joic ing because he trusted the Lord's promise that H e would wash 
his sins away when he was baptized. Th ese Scriptures explain why 
men always rejoiced after they were baptized . 
A further blessing that comes after baptism is membership in 
the Lord's church. After three thousand Jews on the day of Pente-
cost hea rd the gospel, believed, repented, and were baptized for the 
remission of their sins the Lord added them to the church. The Bible 
reads, "And the Lord added to the church daily such as shoul d be 
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We should .b~ar in mind that the remission of sins and the gift 
of the Holy Sp1rrt were blessings promised by the Lord, and the con-
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ditions whereupon we may receive them were made by Him. They 
apply to every responsible human being, and they are bound upon 
every sinner. They were given by the apostles , and Christ said, "What 
things soever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven" (Mat-
thew 18: 18). Therefore, we must conclude that the remission of 
sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit are blessings which God be-
stows upon people after they repent and are baptized. 
After baptism we sustain a new relationship to God. The apostle 
Paul said, "Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life" (Romans 
6: 4). The apostle says by divine inspiration that we are baptized into 
Christ, and that we rise to walk a new life. How could this be true if 
no change takes place in baptism? Before sinners obey this heaven-
born command they are dead in sin, and after baptism they are dead 
to sin, and alive unto God. In writing to the Colossians about their 
resurrection from baJ:)tism to a new life, Paul said, "If ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God" (Colossians 3: 1-3). Writing in this same vein an in-
spired Bible writer reminded the Corinthians that "if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new" (II Corinthians 5 : 17). The Bible clearly states 
that we enter into this new relationship with God when we are bap-
tized into Christ and rise to walk in newness of life (Galatians 3: 27; 
Romans 6:4). 
After scriptural baptism we stand before God as His children, and 
the Lord says, "if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ" (Romans 8: 17). In our baptism, we are born into the divine 
family, and enrolled in heaven. It is the Lord who changes sons of men 
into sons of God, and makes us heirs in common with His Son. The 
person who is born of water and the Spirit can say with the apostle 
John, "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of God" (I John 3:1). 
After we are baptized into Christ we must bear the fruit of the 
Spirit. The Bible says, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-con-
trol; against such there is no law" (Galatians 5:22,23). The church has 
sometimes been called "the garden of the Lord." This Scripture in 
Galatians suggests it as God's orchard, and it lists the fruits that 
should be borne there. 
Christ said to His disciples, "I am the vine, and my Father is 
the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which J 
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have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you . As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of it self, except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye, ex-
cept ye abide in me. I am the vine, and ye are the branches; He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothin g. If a man abide not in me, he is 
cast forth as a branch , and is withered; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned . . . Herein is my Father 
glorified , that ye bear much fruit" (John 15 : 1-8) . A person who is 
baptized and then sits on the stool of "do little" or "do nothing" ha s 
no promise of an eternal ble ss ing . He will be cast forth as a withered 
branch , and burn ed. The Christi an can glorify the Father in only 
one way , and that is by bearing much fruit. 
To people who h ad be en baptized the apostle Paul said, "Where-
by he hath granted unto us his precious and exceeding gr eat promises; 
th at through these ye may become partakers of th e divine nature, 
having escaped from the corruption that is in the world by lust. Yea, 
and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence , in your faith 
supply virtue; and in your virtue knowledge; and in your knowledge 
self- control; and in your self-control patience; and in your patience 
godliness; and in your godliness brotherly kindness; and in your 
brotherly kindness love . For if these things are yours and abound, they 
make you to be not idle nor unfruitful unto the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. For he that lacketh these things is blind , se eing only 
what is near, having for gotten the cleansing from his old sins. Where-
fore, brethren , give the more diligence to make your calling and elec-
tion sure: if ye do these things, ye shall never stumbl e : for thus 
shall be richly supplied unto you the entrance into the et ernal king-
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (II Peter 1: 4-11). 
Faith in this Scripture should put every negligent church mem-
ber to work . Do you thing for a mom ent that baptism will take the 
place of Christian growth and development? Are you aware of the 
Bible teaching that you become a partaker of the divine nature by 
adding the Christian graces to your spiritual life? H ave you grown in 
knowledge since you became a Christian? Do you h av e more self-
control? Are you more patient? Are you more godly? Do you possess 
more brotherly kindness? Is your heart filled with more love for God 
and man? If you lack these Christian graces, this is proof that you 
are blind, and that you have forgotten the cleansing from your old 
sins. Let us remember that by baptism we enter the kingdom o~ God 
on earth, and by Christian faithfulness we are gr anted an entrance 
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ . 
In God's word we find that baptism is a part of th e foundation we 
must lay in becoming Christians. After we have laid this foundation 
the apostle Paul says, "Therefore leaving the principle s of the doctrine 
of Christ, let us go on unto perfection" (Hebrews 6: 1). In baptism 
we lay the foundation, and after baptism we must build our spiritual 
house . What would you think of a carpenter who would lay a strong 
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foundation, and never build anything upon it? No doubt you would 
say he is foolish. But is he half as foolish as the person who lays 
the spiritual foundation of baptism, and then !ails to build upon It? 
The Christians of the first century realized the necessity of going 
on to perfection for the Bible says they "continued steadfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers" (Acts 2: 42). They remembered the high standard their Lord 
had set before them when He said, "Be ye threfore perfect, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect" (Matthew 5: 48). 
The apostle Paul knew what God expected him to do after he 
was baptized, and in fulfilling that duty he said, "I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Philip-
pians 3: 14) . As a result of his faithfulness to the Lord he could say 
at the sundown of his life , "For I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I 
have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at 
this day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 'ap-
pearing" (II Timothy 4:7,8). If the end of your life were near could 
you join the apostle Paul in this expression of faith? 
After baptism we must walk with God. A little girl went to worship 
one Lord's day, and when she returned her mother asked her what 
the preacher had said. The child replied that he had talked about a 
man who went walking with God; that they walked and walked, until 
they looked back over the way they had come; and God said, "We 
are so far from your home, just come and go home with me." The 
preacher had been discussing Enoch that day - the man of whom 
the Bible says, "And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for 
God took him" (Genesis 5:24). 
We admonish you to walk hand in hand with God now and He 
will take you to the home where no tears are ever shed, for there is 
no death there. Only peace and happiness are found in God's house. 
Will you make Christ your king? Will you turn to Him today and say, 
"Lord I want you to be my Friend?" Then you can say, I am not 
my o~n. for I have been bought with a price. If you will let Him, 
the Lord will take your life and use it for the glory of God, and the 
salvation of many souls; and bring you finally to that home where 
there is ever an abundance of room. 
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Some religious professors say we talk too much on the subject 
of baptism, but we have learned that most . of the men who object to 
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emphasizing this divine theme have very little regard for it. They 
refuse to believe that it is necessary to salvation , and so they have 
never been spiritually baptized. When they refuse to obey the Lord's 
will are they not in rebellion to Christ, and is this not the reason 
they do not want much said about baptism? In some ways they are 
like the man who was accused of stealing a car. The judge said, "Are 
you guilty or not guilty?" The man replied, "Judge, there has been 
too much said on that subject already." 
We should like to ask, Is it possible to talk too mu ch about any 
command of our Lord? In many of the pulpits of our land great stress 
is laid upon the divine command that we believe in Christ. We have 
never heard any believer objecting to the emphasis placed on faith. 
We have never objected to it, and we never expect to find fault with 
such teaching. We do ask that men balance the scales in their preach-
ing, and not preach faith to the neglect of baptism, or any oth er divine 
requirement. The liberal amount of time we spend in the discussion 
of baptism is spent because many of our religious friends neglect to 
give the New Testament teaching on this subject. To them we say: 
If you will say more to honor and exalt this God-given duty, it will 
not be necessary for us to do quite as much teaching upon the sub-
ject. But as long as men be little and minimize baptism, we shall be 
forced to uphold it for we would be afraid to be ashamed, and ashamed 
to be afraid to defend our Lord's word. 
Although we do frequently mention baptism in our preaching, it is 
not because we attach any supreme importance to this command over 
any other command of Christ. It is but one of God's appointments and 
we must not exalt it above any other Bible teaching. It is important 
and necessary because it is supported by the authority of heaven, but 
God limited its purpose, and there are many things it cannot do. 
Conversion or turning to God involves three distinct changes. 
First, the sinner's heart must be changed; second, there must be a 
change in his life, and third, there must be a change in his state, or 
relation to God . The man who is changed in all these ways is a con-
verted man in the New Testament sense. There is no other change 
conceivable in conversion. It can be said of the truly converted man 
that he loved sin, he now loves righteousness; he practiced sin, he now 
practices righteousness; he was in the kingdom of Satan, he is now in 
the kingdom of God's dear Son. 
There are three divine appointments for the purpose of accom-
plishing these three changes. In conversion the Lord begins with the 
heart. In speaking of the salvation of Jews and Gentiles, the apostle 
Peter said that God "put no difference between us and them, puri-
fying their hearts by faith" (Acts 15: 9). Thus we see that God uses 
faith as His means of changing or purifying the heart, and preparing it 
for service to Him. Unless the heart is thus prepared, obedience cannot 
follow, for all true obedience stems from a heart filled with faith. 
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Before a man believes he may love sin and hate God, but when genuine 
faith is developed in his heart he ceases to love sin, and learns to 
love God. Instead of hungering after sin and pleasure, his heart 
hungers and thirsts after righteousness. Baptism will not produce this 
change; it is faith in God that changes the heart. 
We now come to another divine change; namely, a change of life, 
or a change in the way we live. God has appointed repentance as 
His means of changing our lives . Jesus said, "Except ye repent ye 
shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13: 3). Repentance is a change of the 
mind toward sin, brought about by sorrow for sin, and leading to a 
reformation of life. A change of the heart will do us no good unless it 
leads to and results in a change of our life. 
In conversion there is one more change -a change of state. A 
change of state or relation is effected not by faith, not by good in-
tentions, not by repentance, but by an act of faith , which the Lord 
Himself has ordained. That act is baptism. When the heart is changed 
by faith, and the life's purpose is changed by repentance, the gospel 
subject is ready to enter a new state or relationship to God . When 
Paul had believed and repented, and Ananias told him what he must 
do, it was what he must do in addition to his faith and repentance, 
in order to salvation from past sin and admission into the kingdom 
of God. In order to enter this new relationship the Lord required him 
to be immersed. The reason that a man must be immersed is, that 
in immersion he is inducted into the kingdom, and new state or re-
lation . The heart being already changed by faith, and his life already 
changed by repentance, he is ready to enter the kingdom of Christ. 
Faith does not bring one into a new state, but only changes the 
heart and prepares the person in heart for the new state. One cannot 
by believing, no matter how strongly he believes, believe himself into 
a new relation. It takes a constitutional act to change relation, or 
state. This is seen in the case of marriage. 
In every true . marriage there are three distinct changes, which 
involve the heart, the life, and the state or relationship. To illustrate: 
A young men worth a million meets a girl in very moderate financial 
circumstances. Her beautiful face, pure, sweet spirit, and winsome 
manner attract the young man. As they learn to know one another 
well, their mutual faith in each other changes their hearts. They fall 
in love, and within a short time they purpose to be married. In this 
purpose they determine to forsake all others, and to keep themselves 
for each other. Thus their life's purpose is changed, but it takes a mar-
riage ceremony to change their relationship to one another. If one 
hour before the marriage ceremony is performed, the young man 
should · suddenly drop dead; , notwithstanding the fact that the young 
couple had been changed in heart, and purpose, it would leave the 
young woman in poverty. But, if the young man should drop dead an 
hour after the marriage ceremony had been performed, the young 
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woman would share in his estate. Why? The ceremony changed their 
relation. It made her a bride. Did the ceremony cause them to love 
each other more? Certainly not! The young man loved his sweet-
heart just as much before the vows were taken as he did later, but 
it was the ceremony that made their marriage. A person may love God 
just as much before he is baptized as he does later, but it is the 
ceremony that makes him a Christian. 
In conversion we become the bride of Christ. We are married to 
Him (Romans 7:4). Faith changes the heart; repentance changes the 
purpose, amJ the Lord has made baptism the marriage ceremony-the 
means by which the believing penitent puts on Christ. The Bible says, 
"For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ" (Galatians 3: 27). Baptism does not change the heart or life, 
but it is the divinely appointed means to change the state, because 
God has so arranged it. It is the final act in coming into Christ, and 
we are sure that you will agree with us, that no conversion is complete 
until the person is in Christ Jesus. 
Perhaps you may ask, "What is meant by a change of state?" It is 
simply the entering into God's church or kingdom, which is composed 
of prepared persons. Those whose hearts and purposes are changed, 
c)lange their kingdom. Baptism is the act by which God brings a person 
from one kingdom to the other. It is in this sense that the Bible says, 
"Baptism doth also save us" (I Peter 3:21). Jesus said, "Except a man 
be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter thekingdom of God" 
(John 3:5). 
Although baptism does not change the heart, it must be performed 
from the heart before it is acceptable to God. In writing to the Romans 
the apostle Paul said, "But God be thanked that ye were the servants 
of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which 
was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the 
servants of righteousness" (Romans 6: 17,18). 
Baptism within itself and of itself will not remove our sins. There 
is no magical power within the water. The Bible says that when we 
are buried in baptism our faith is to be in the operation of God (Colos-
sians 2: 12). It is God who performs a spiritual operation upon us, and 
removes our sins when we are baptized. God is our Savior, but He 
saves us in the "washing or regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit" (Titus 3:5). If it pleases our Lord to save us, and admit us 
into His kingdom by baptism, why should we find fault with His 
wisdom? Is it not His right to save us in His own- way, and at the 
place He chooses? 
In the Old Testament the prophet of God commanded Naaman to 
dip seven times in the Jordan River for the removal of his leprosy. 
The Bible says, "Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times 
in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh 
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came again like unto the flesh of a little · child, and he was clean." 
(II Kings 5: 14). Did Naaman give the water credit for his cleansing? 
Did he say, "Water saved me?" The Bible states, "And he returned 
to the man of God, he and all his company, and came ,and stood before 
him and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the 
earth, but in Israel" (II Kings 5:15). Instead of giving any credit to 
the water for his healing, he glorified God, for he knew the water 
could not heal him. 
In like manner, the sinner who is scripturally baptized gives no 
credit to the water for the removal of his sin, but he gives the glory 
to God. 
Some religious teachers deny the necessity of baptism because 
they cannot see any spiritual significance in the water. They deny that 
any physical element can have a spiritual meaning. One religious 
teacher has written, "Certainly, Paul did not hold that a physical act 
could produce a spiritual result" ( Is Baptism Essential to Salvation, 
by Austin Crouch, p. 11). Most of us have no difficulty in seeing the 
spirituality of the Lord's supper, and yet it is composed of two physical 
elements-unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine. In partaking 
of these elements we perform two physical acts; namely, eating and 
drinking. But who can mention an ordinance of the Lord with a deeper 
spiritual meaning? If we can see the spiritual value in this ordinance 
of Christ, surely we can see the spiritual value of baptism. 
In the New Testament we learn that baptism is an act in which 
a person is buried in water and raised again in imitation of the burial 
and resurrection of Christ. It is done by the command of the Lord 
Jesus; the blessing bestowed in the act is the remission of oui, sins; 
the act brings us into Christ, into the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit; and it is followed by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. In view of these truths we can not overestimate the value of it. 
We can not consent to speak of it as a mere external act. 
Baptism is important but it will do only what God does through 
it. One of its limitations is that it will not remove temptation. After 
one is baptized he will still be tempted. The apostle Paul knew this to 
be true, and so he said, "But I keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection; lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, 
I myself should be a castaway" (I Corinthians 9:27). The same apostle 
said, "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall" (I Corinthians 10: 12). 
Though baptism does not remove temptation, it brings us into 
Christ where we have the spiritual resources necessary for overcoming 
it. In writing to people who had been baptized, the apostle Paul said, 
"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: 
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it" (I Corinthians 10: 13). The Bible says 
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Christ "ever liveth to make intercession for them that come unto 
God by ·him" (Hebrews 7 :25). The Lord says, "Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation: for when he is tried , he shall re ceive the crown 
of life, which the Lord has promis ed to them that love him (James 1:12) . 
God washes our sins away in baptism, but baptism will not prevent 
our sinning in the futur e . An inspired Bibl e writer said to those who 
had been baptized that , "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (I John 1:8) . After the apostle 
Peter was baptized he sinned, and he was rebuked bec ause he "walked 
not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel" (Galatians 2 : 14) . 
In the eighth chapter of Acts we read of a man by the name of Simon 
who believed and was baptize 'd. Later he sinned by trying to buy the 
miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit . An apostle of Christ commanded 
him to, "Repent ... and pr ay God , if perhaps the thought of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee" (Acts 8 : 22). 
These Scriptures make it very clear that baptism does not remove 
the possibility that we may sin after we are born again. If we are 
truly converted we will not continue in a course of sin, but we may 
fall in a moment of severe temptation. One of the Bible writers said 
to Christian s, "My little children , these things write I unto you , that 
ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father , 
Jesus Christ the ri ghteous" (I John 2: 1). Baptism will not make us 
sinless, but it is God's me a ns of adding us to His spiritual family. In 
this relationship to Him we h ave help from on high in living a godly 
life, and if we do fall our heavenly Father stands r ea dy to forgive us 
when we repent and pray. 
We hav e seen a few memb ers of th e chur ch who were disappoint ed 
in their baptism be cause it did not remove their physical pains. But 
God did not desi gn baptism for this purpose. He has never promis ed 
to exempt His people from physi cal sufferin g, but H e does promise 
str ength that we may be abl e to bear it. Wh en the apo stle Paul asked 
God to remove the thorn from his flesh, the Lord refused, but H e 
promised, "My gra ce is sufficient for thee: for my st rength is made 
perfect in weakne ss" (II Corinthi ans 12: 9). When we are baptized 
our flesh is not changed. It is still subject to suff ering and death, but 
in Christ we have greater strength to bear our afflictions. Our Lord 
did not promise the man who built the house upon th e rock, that it 
would not be tested , but He did promi se th at it would stand. 
Baptism will not guarantee to u s an eternal reward . It has to do 
with the forgiveness of past or ali en sins, not the sins which might 
be committed in the future. After baptism we must continue in the 
faith, and in fellowship with God. Baptism is not the end of the battle 
of our spiritual life, it is just the beginning. The eternal reward is for 
those who continue to trust and obey. 
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There are three scriptures in the Ne w Testament which span the 
entire spiritual life of a faithful Christian . They are : Coming into 
Christ, abiding in Christ , and dying in the Lord . But if we die in Christ 
we must first get into Him and remain faithful to the end of life. 
As we close this lesson, we ask you to en throne th e Lord in your 
heart. No other Savior than Jesus will ever be off er ed to you . He is 
God's last gift to the world. He loved you and died for you . He still 
loves you, and His sweet voice comes down the ce ntu ries , pl eading 
with you to obey Him . He says , "Whosoe ver will may come. " 
Let youth in its freshne ss , and bloom come , 
Let man in the pride of hi s noon come, 
Let age on the verge of the tomb come , 
Let none in his pride st ay aw ay . 
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434 West Alexand er 
Detr oit 1, Michigan 
December 20, 1958 
Highland Church of Chri st 
Radio Program 
Abilene , Texas 
Dear Christi an Friend s: 
Inste ad of sendin g gr eetin g ca rd s to my friends at this season, 
I am giving the mon ey ordin arily sp ent for such card s to the church. 
I am enclosing $10.00 of it to be u sed for the Herald of Truth , the 
greate st program ever to be on radio . I ha v e only missed a few of the 
broadca sts since it st arted. 
I have a tempor ary address for the winter months which is : 434 
West Alexandrine, Detroit, Michigan . Old address: 640 We st Willis, 
Detroit 1, Michigan . 
!Ir& Many thanks for the lessons that you have been sending each 
month. 
Sinc erely, 
Gladys Hand 
HIGHLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST 
RADIO PROGRAM 
Fifth and Highland 
P. o. Box 1858 
ABILENE, TEXAS 
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